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March 31 2008

Rep. Stanley Mayfield

Chaiman, Environment & Natural Resources Council
FloridaHouse of Representatives

Tallahassee, FL 32393800

Subject:HB 411 Internet Predator Awareness and Online Safety
Dear Chaman Mayfield

| write to opposeHB411, which is currently assigned to your committee. | have made several trips to
Tallahassee to testify in opposition to previous versions of this legislation, and testified against HB 411 when it
was heard by the Committee on Agribusiness on Marct2008.

Despite some welhtentioned amendments, HB 411 still suffers from two fatal flaws:

First, HB 41Wwouldfreeze the current state of technology and limit competition for conducting background

screening that can truly protect Florida consumeéti® 411 wouldock intoFlorida law a formal definition for

G/ NR WakkgrbuhdsO NI S y Yt/ tHetdefinition in HB 411 would have the state set a standard that is

rendered entirely ineffective when a convicted sex offender registers wifHay S G Kl 4§ Q&4 RAFFSNBY
name under which they were previously convicted. In fid&,411 includes suggested disclaimers that
acknowledgehis shortcoming in using searches based on given names:

"Anyone who is able to commit identity theft casdahlsify a dating profilé' and
dbackground screenings of applicants can be fallible and there is no way to guarantee that the name
provided by a person to be used in a background screening is the person's trueddentity

Competing dating sites, in ntrast, are now developing and testing far more effective means of validating a
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Generajoined MySpace in forming task forcespecifically6o RS G SNXY Ay S K2g G2 R2 2yf A
reliable and effective. The task force findings will certainly call for more than He@duides, and hesenew
measureswill undoubtedly bemore advanced and morexpensive than a namenly search Nat coincidentally,

the only online dating company that supports HB 411 uses attayid @ &S| NOK>X | YR (GKSNBT?2
implicit endorsement of itsurrentbusiness methods.
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SecondHB 411 would foster a false sense of security in the mindsrafad-tmnsumersby allowing disclaimers

to be disconnected from safety claim&s noted aboveB 411 recognizes the need for disclaimers to avoid

creatinga false sense of securityr Florida singles. Yebe legislation allows companies that usame

searchego dburye the disclaimer on an internal pagevhile allowing them to proclaim anywhere on their
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For example, below is the present home page of True.com, the aoyngeeking this legislation in Florida and
several other states.In at least 3 paces (noted with arrows), true.com makes claims about its background
screens.

/f Online Dating Service & Site, Singles, Personals, Safer - True.com - Windows Internet Explorer
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[¥] Remember me Not a member yet? Sign up FREE
T

MY PROFILE MY INBOX [ SEARCH COACHING CENTER TIPS & ADVICE CUSTOMER CARE SAFER DATING |

Endorsed by

MEET THE ONE WHO'S RIGHT FOR YOU - RIGHT NOW. Peychaony Today

Whether you're looking for your soul mate — or just a great date — TRUE
will help you find exactly what, and who, you're looking for.

Safer, smarter, more satisfying relationships
+ Millions of members
\ + Scientific compatibility testing
’ + Background screenings for felons and married people

We can't guarantee criminals won't get on the site, but we can
guarantee they'll be sorry if they do.
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While HB 41lrecognizeshe need for disclaimers, Wwould not require anydisclaimerto accompanyor be
directlylinkedto claims madebout online safty. Instead,the bill allows a company tooldly claimthat it is |
following Florida lawwhile buryingdisclaimesonaa SLJ N} 4 S LJ 3S (KIF 1Qa RAA02Yyy S

For these compelling reasons, we ask that you oppose HB 41d vilzen it comes before your committee.
Thank you for considering our views, and plel@sene knowif | can provide further information for your
deliberations on thigegislation

Sincerely,

Steve DelBianco
ExecutiveDirector, NetChoice

cc: members of theEnvironment & Natural Resources Council

NetChoice is aoalition of trade associations and@mmerce businesses who share the goal of promoting convenience,
choice and commerce on the Net. NetChoice members include AOL, the Association for Competitive Technology, eBay, the
Electronic Retailing Associatidtews Corporation, Oracle, VeriSign, Yahoo! and otliose information about NetChoice

can be found atvww.netchoice.org




